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poor relief system, Mr. Gillin, upon the basis of his extensive investiga- 
tion of the conditions existing in the state has some suggestions for 
further improvements of the system. While the state board of control 
has done much for the county insane asylums, patients are, as yet, given 
only the merest means of physical existence. Both expert care and 
some of the comforts should be provided. Likewise the county poor- 
houses are administered on the basis of mere physical existence. They 
are in the hands of men who may be kind-hearted but who know noth- 
ing about the best methods of caring for the poor. Outdoor relief is 
also badly administered in most cases, little provision being made for 
preventive relief. State control over poorhouses and provision of non- 
pauperizing methods for outdoor relief are urged. 

Further remedial suggestions which may be noted are : supervision of 
the administration of the mothers' pension law by an expert or by a 
member of the board of control ; laws to prevent keeping children over 
two years of age in county poorhouses, also to reserve such institutions 
for the aged and the infirm exclusively; establishment of qualifications 
for the stewards of poorhouses; provision for the establishment of dis- 
trict infirmaries for the insane; permission for adjoining counties to es- 
tablish district sanitariums for tubercular patients in place of county in- 
stitutions; substitution of the township plan for the county plan of 
poor relief; and assumption of the care of indigent insane by the state. 

Poor relief legislation in Iowa is in every way a worthy work. It is 
thorough, scholarly, permeated with a large social vision, well organ- 
ized, interestingly written, and critically constructive. The scientist, the 
administrator, and the statesman will find it a depository of extremely 
useful facts and principles. 

John M. Gillette 

Proceedings of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association for the year 
1913-1914. (Cedar Rapids, Iowa: The Torch Press, 1914. 
397 p.) 

This volume is a worthy publication, one of the best ever issued by 
the Association. In its contents will be found a number of papers of 
uncommon interest and not a little value. Mr. James Alton James's 
treatment of ' ' Some phases of the history of the Northwest, 1783-1786 ' ' 
is especially to be commended. Since the appearance some years ago 
of Mr. James's volume of George Rogers Clark papers, we have 
learned to expect from him utterances of weight on matters relating to 
the earlier period of western history. A companion study is Mr. Paul 
C. Phillips's "American opinions regarding the "West, 1778-1783," a 
well-digested contribution. 

Mr. Warren Uphain writes interestingly of "Explorations and sur- 



Vol. ii, No. 4 Munk: Bibliography of Arizona 609 

veys of the Minnesota and Red rivers," as does Mr. Doane Robinson of 
"The Verendrye plate." "The Hudson's Bay company's monopoly of 
the fur trade at the Red River settlement, 1821-1850," by Mr. Chester 
Martin, leaves much to be desired. Miss Mary Eleanor Peters offers a 
paper on ' ' Texas trails, ' ' which is pleasant reading, but fortified by not 
a single foot-note. As if to add savor to the collection, Mr. R. C. Wal- 
lace writes of "The history of the salt industry in western Canada." 

Politics receive their share of consideration in two papers of merit: 
"Stephen A. Douglas and the split in the democratic party," by Mr. 0. 
M. Dickerson; and "The organization of the Jacksonian party in In- 
diana," by Mr. Logan Esarey. There is a group of short papers of 
sociological interest: "Some legal aspects of correctional work," by Mr. 
R. W. Craig; "The state and the immigrant," by Mr. J. S. Woodworth; 
and "Sociology and community welfare work," by Mr. J. L. Gillin. 
Discussions of various phases of problems connected with the teaching 
of history are contributed by Mr. 0. M. Dickerson, Mr. S. H. Dodson, 
Mr. John M. Gillette, Mr. J. S. Young, and Miss Mary Eleanor Peters. 

Mr. Clarence W. Alvord's "Critical analysis of the work of Reuben 
Gold Thwaites" is likely to find more readers than many of the other 
essays; for Mr. Thwaites was so well known that any word respecting 
his work is certain to be eagerly perused. Mr. Alvord approaches his 
subject in a becoming manner, and criticizes sanely and sympathetically 
Mr. Thwaites' truly monumental literary output. Much as we of the 
middle West would like to claim for Mr. Thwaites the honor of a seat 
with the best historians the country has produced, we are reluctantly 
compelled to admit that he did not reach the goal ; he failed to produce 
any sustained piece of historical writing of really high rank. Never- 
theless, by his work in collecting, editing, and publishing its source ma- 
terials, he rendered to western history a service which finds no parallel 
in his time. 

John Thomas Lee 

Bibliography of Arizona. Being the record of literature collected by 

Joseph Amasa Munk, M.D., and donated by him to the 

Southwest Museum of Los Angeles, California. By Hector 

Alliott, Sc.D., officer French Academy, Curator Southwest 

Museum. (Los Angeles, California: The Southwest Museum, 

1914. 431 p. $3.50) 

In 1884 Dr. Joseph Amasa Munk began to make a collection of Ari- 

zoniana. For over thirty years he has pursued the "self-imposed task 

of a bibliophile, ' ' until he has gathered over seven thousand items which 

directly or indirectly deal with Arizona. The library is now housed in 

the Southwest Museum, Los Angeles. Mr. Alliot's Bibliography of 



